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A. DIALOGUE, 
BETWEEN A HOPKINSIAN & METHODIST. 
| Continued from Page 630. [ 
CONVERSATION HL. 

Hlopkinsian. Brother Methodist, in our last conversation, so 
far as | rec@ect, we interchanged ideas concerning the origin ot 
ain, and the fallen state of Adam, as to the deata he died; if you 
ve willing we will now examine the condition of his posterity, 
‘is relation to Jesus Christ in the atonement, &e. 

Methodist. Any subject you choose to converse about. 

H. 1 would like to hear somethiag concerning the doctrine of 
man’s depravity. 

M. Very well. I think, however, it is your time to talk.— 
Let me hear your opinion in reference to this subject. 

H. I am willing to speak re on this or any other subject, 
when proper occasion calls for it; and will, therefore, proceed. 
My opinion is, that Adam’s heart became corrupt or sinful, by 
reason of disobedience; and in that state of sinfulness begat his 
posterity; so that they, partaking of his sinfulness, were, with 
him, sinful and guilty; and consequently, exposed to eternal 
ruin, 

JW. If T understand you aright, you mean, not that Adam’s 
sin was imputed to his posterity, as Calvin taught; but, that his 
offspring derived from him an unkty nature. 

H. Yes; this is my meaning. 

M. So farweagree. Butif 1 understand you, we differ as to 
ihe. consequences of derived sinfuluess. You donot suppose that 
Adam’s posterity are guilty and exposed to ruin, by the imputafion 
@ his personal sin; but, that they have derived from bim unholy 
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dispositions, &c., which constitutes them personal sinners, aud 
of course, gualty. 

H. Yes; I believe that all men derived from Adam an unhgly 
neture—that they thus consented to his disobedience, and wer 
guilty as he was guilty; for it is a sinful disposition, or wnholines, 
of heart, which constitutes moral agents sinners before God. 

“M, With you I believe, that unholiness of heart is that which 
rives to the moral agent’s exercises and actions a character o; 
sinfulness;, but, at the same time, I cannot think that a just and 
gracious God would hold mankind guilty and hable to eternal 
death, simply because they derived from Adam unholy tempers: 
for, they had no active agency im participating of that unholiness; 
and God will never treat mankind as guilty for any thing in pro 
ducing which they had no actwe agency. Lam of opinion, that 
mankind have unholy tempers which they were born with; bu‘ 
that they are not accounted guilty and liable to eternal destruc. 
tion, until they arrive at years of accountability; and knowingly 
and voluntarily act out their tempers, by wicked words or works 
Jf our sin and guilt consists in our nature, and not in our conduel. 
mfants, even before they are born, are liable to endigss pain; fo) 
they, as wellas adults, possess unholy tempers. But if their sin 
and guilt lie in their acting owt their inward tempers, they are not 
in danger of everlasting wrath until they, with light and knov- 
ledge violate the laws of God. You know that the Scriptural ac 
count of a judgment day represents the Great Judge as rewarding 
men according to their words, deeds, or works; but unborn infants, 
or little children cannot speak, or perform rewardable works; of 
course, there is no account of any rule of judgment by which 
they can ever be sentenced to endless suflerings. Again; moral 
agency or accountability implies a knowledge of good and evil, as 
well as power to perform them. But infants have not this know 
ledge; therefore, they are not moral agents, or accountable crea 
tures; and cannot be justly punished as such. 

H. 1 believe, with Dr. S. Hopkins, Rev. Isaac Anderson, and 
others, that moral agency consists in moral exercises, or free voli- 
tions, and that every person is a moral agent so soon as he is ca- 

able of such exercises. (See Dr. Hopkin’s System of Divinity? 
anes Conversations, &c.) 

VM. This, to me, seems strangely inconsistent; as much so as 
to say, that motion is the same as the energy or agency which pro- 
duces it. What are moral exercises, but mental motions or actions 
produced by mental exergies, or moral powers of action? Mora! 
power or energy produces moral exercises, as muscular power pro- 
duces muscular motion or bodily exercise: and we might call mus 
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cular exereises by the name of muscular powers, with as much 
propriety as you call moral exercises, moral agency; the one being 
produced by the other, as an act is by an agent. 

H. \have always believed that man’s sinfulness and guilt con- 
sisted in his unholy nature, both in infancy and manhood; and 
that though we cannot see how it is the case, yet his freedom con- 
sists in his free or volumiary exercises. 

M. This, I know, is Dr. Hopkin’s view of the subject; but 
that does not make it correct. ‘The idea that mankind are moral 
agents before they can distinguish good from evil is certainly er- 
roneous; for they can no more controll the circumstances of their 
corrupt being, than they can the course of the starry heavens 
They are possessed of sinful tempers of as much necessity as 
they are of bodily members, and can no more be justly guilty for 
‘hose than these. 

H. Let us see if we cannot agree some better on the subject of 
what Christ has done for us. What do you understand by the 
atonement of Christ? 

M. I think it is your time to talk some. Let me hear your 
views on the subject. 

Hf. By atonement | understand, reconciliation or satisfaction. 
And by Christ’s atonement [ mean a satisfaction to public or de- 
clarative justice; or, in other words, it is that which removes the 
curse of abandonment, and makes it right and fit that our sins 
should be pardoned, and the Holy Spirit given to us. 

Mf. 1 am not well satisfied with the Hopkinsian doctrine of 
atonement to justice, improperly so called. It is only calculated 
to deceive the simple, by leading them to believe you embrace 
doctrines which you really do not. Most persons suppose your 
notions of that subject are in perfect agreemeut with those taught 
by the Methodists; whereas they are not. You believe there is 
an everlasting ditlerence between Christ’s having died for all, and 
his obeying unto death, for all; but the difference between them 
cannot be discerned by the great mass of people; nor do | believe 
ihe Bible knows of any such distinction. 

H. 1 cannot renounce an important truth, because some people 
are so ignorant as not to discover it. I believe Christ suffered unte 
death for all, eventhe reprobates; but that he obeyed unto death 
lor none but the elect, and that, too, as their serety. 

M. This is the Antinomian principle dressed up ina new 
garb. One charge against the Hopkinsians, you know, is, that 
they have tried to give Geneva Calvinism an Arminian aspect, 
and your views of the atonement seem to favor the charge. You 
know it 1s not Calvinism; nor is it Arminiagism; for, it implies 
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satistaction, not to distributive justice, Ol jusuce properly SO Cal 
ed; butto something improperly called justice; it 1s, therefo, 


improperly called atonement. It is a sovereign atonement: a, 
atonement which could have been made by an “rch angel as we! 
as by “God manifest m the flesh.” The idea a: that Christ mad 
an atonement for those whom God from all eternity “reprobat: 


to damnation and wrath,” is not only calcula or to deceive th 
simple, but is inconsistent with the divine pertections. What good 
can an atonement for the poor reprobates do them? ‘To SUP Pose 
that God would make such an atonement tor them, and upon tha’ 
ground, offer them eternal salvation, is 19 suppose he wou 
sport wih the feelings of his immortal offspring. 

H. You suffer your feelings to carry you too far, for all me 
have natural power to believe and obtain salvation, therefore, 
they are lost, it 1s their own fault. 

J. How can it be said, in truth, that all men have natura 
power todo, believe, and obtain salvation, if a large portion o 
them were “foreordamed to damnation and wrath?” 

Hf. Wi men will, they can, break the decree of reprobatio 
and be finally saved. 

MM. This seems so much like trifling v ith sacred thing's, tha 
i om scarcely exercise patience to talk about it. It is the heighi 
ofabsurdity to talk of men’s possessing natural power to do wha’ 
they can no more do than they can create new worlds, upon coi 
dition of their willing to do so; when, according to your cree 
God always moves the will at pleasure. You be lieve that the 
poor reprobates can never will to believe and obtain salvation- 
that they possess no moral or adequate power to will so; ther 
fore, to talk about asinner’s having natural power todo any thing 
npon the condition of his willing to do so, when he possesses 1 
adequate power to will, is to suspe ‘nd the exercise of natura 
power upon the ampossible condition of his using a moral power 
which he does not possess, and u hie ‘hh God only can give. "There 
fore, I say, the doctrine of man’s possessing natural power to 
do an absolute impossibility is mere quibbling and trifling with 
sacred things, in that it re prese nts God as hol lding forth a shou 
of mercy to all, when, in reality, he will have mercy on none 
but his elett or —s ones. ‘Those who can suppose God capa 
ble of such deception, may very honestly so far imitate him as 
to practice dec ~vfon themselves, espec ially if they believe they 
can accomplish any good object by it. 

H. You are running to extremes again. Your remarks are 
charitable. Those who embrace the Hopkinsian doctrines. ar 
as far from deception as any people 
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WM. 1 do not say they ai 


’ not. Buti do say.it it be true, tha 
God has decreed, from <¢ 


i eternity, that a definite number « 

nankind shall never cbainamercy, he acts, to all human appear 
wice, a cli ceptious pari, when he otlers them me CY; and if he 
um decree that they shall not have it, and yel ojfer ut to them, his 


‘ 
} 


, 

creatures may act In the same way a each other; and as 

idliness is to be and do like Gor I they may so act and yet do 

eit. And if the Hopkinsians bel they 

nust think that God does wrong, tor they represent lim as doing 
; ' 


39: that is, as decreeing that the reprobates — not have mercy. 


ve itis wrong to do so, 


yt t as offe ring hem merey; and what is sull w orse, as damn- 

x tnem etern uly tor 101 acceptin r of it. 
H. You misstate the nae ion. God offers them mercy, and 
hey may accept ty it if they will. 
M. Yes, “if they will; but you teach that God efficiently 
sposes their wills a t to accept of it. ‘This makes the mat- 
t] stall worse. Grod ci ecret “cd that t| t ley ane dl never have if. 
nd yet offers it to them; but lest they should exert their natural 
power to partake of it, he teed s the ir wills not fo do tt; never- 
he condemns them to eternal burnings, because they 
lowt put forth their natural pnts in controlling divine efficiency 
upon their wills!) Who can make any tinng out of your system 
it endless inconsistencies? It may be shrouded in obscure tech- 

‘ks, roped up in equivocal terms, and lid from the unle earned 

iltitude; but still its native deformities will appear obvious to 

‘most superficial observer. It represents the Great God as 

‘reeing, from all ete rnity, that Adam, and a definite number of 

costes _ should sin and deserve to be damned—then sends 

Son to make an atonement for the reprobates—then offers 

mercy—gives them natural power to accept of it—dis- 

ses their wills to refuse#t—and then sends them to hell for do- 
i! 

“Hl li vou will examine the Arminian sentiments in relation to 
he doctrine of atonement, you may see as many dMfliculties as 
Ou think you do in that of Dr. Hopkins. 

JW. ithmk not. By atonement the Methodists understand, 
icli a satistaction to divine justice for sins as that they may be 
pardoned, on condition ot “re pentance towards God, and faith 
ithe Lord Jesus Christ.” Atonement does not imply an actual 

pardon Ol SINS; but simply, tat tmey are rendered pardonable, 
consistently with divine justice. it aiso implies, or rather has 
procured for man, “saving grace,” by which he can “work out 
his own salvation with fear and trembliag;” Tit. ii, 11. The 
Methodists believe there is no fatal decree of reprobation by 
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which mankind are debarred from the advantages of this atong 

ment. No; nor is there any irresistible, or efficient influence up 

on their wills to incline them to refuse saving grace, or to “‘recejy; 
it in vain.” Jesus Christ has died for ‘“‘allmen;” for “even man: 

for the “whole world.” He is “the light of the world;” t}, 

True Light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world’ 

He is “the propitiation for the sins of the whole world.” A) 

men are graciously free to accept of pardon and salvation: they 

may have them “without money and without price.” The mij 
isters of the gospel may therefore preach “good tidings of grea: 

joy toall people,” without exception. But this they could 1 

do, if any part of them were “re probated to damnation ay 

wrath.” Nor could a gospel minister say, in truth, that “God 
wills all men to be saved,” &c., if he has “decreed,” and wills, tha 
some shall be damned. ‘As | live, saith the Lord God, I hay: 
no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, but, that the wicked 
turn from his evil way and live:” but this solemn declaration 

nottrue; if God has decreed, according to his goodpleasure. 
that some shall die. When the Gracious God thus tenderly ex 
postulated with sinners, “Turn ye, turn ye, for why will y¢ 
die?” he was not really in earnest, if he has decreed, and wil 
the eternal damnation of some sinners. The doctrines taught by 
the Methodists have none of these difficulties. No; God not ou- 
ly wills that all should repent, believe, and be saved, but he ha: 

made their repentance, faith and salvation absolutely possible, s 

that if any are damned, it is because they abuse the saving graci 

of God, trample under foot the blood of the e verlasting covenant, 
and do despite to the Holy Spirit. These are passages of Ser 

ture which can be easily explained according to the analogy | of 
faith, as embraced by the Methodists; but they cannot, accord- 

ing to the system of Hopkinsianism. . 

H. You may think so; but I think otherwise. Let every man. 
however, be fully persuaded in his own mind. At present | 
wish to have some respite. 

M. 1 am willing to postpone an examination of other doctrines. 
until we meet again. 

( To be Continued.) 
THE LAY PREACHER. —No. VIL. 

Thou wilt show me the path of life. In thy presence is fulness of joy 
at thy right hand thereare pleasures for evermore. Ps. xvi, 2. 
So little do some infidel writers study the scriptures, that sev 

eral of them have not hesitated to assert that the doctrine of a 
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uture state, or the immortality of the soui, is no where asserted in 
he Old Testament; and on this ground they pretend to place 
> - of the heathen and pagan philosophers betore Moses, and 
ie Prophets, and other sacred writers, because some of these phi- 
heap rs asserted in rather a blind way that great principle of 
Christianity. 

Our text is one among others, that proves the fallacy of the de- 
istical writers ln this respect. 

That the soul exists independent of the body, and may there- 
fore survive it, is at once so pleasing a reflection, as well as so 
consonant to scripture and reason, that we are struck with sur- 
prise at the coldness of Infidelit y, Which could wish for a mo- 
meut to discard it; which would not rather hug it even as a delu- 
sion, than to turn from it and anticipate the horrors of annihi- 
lation 

But there is no ageounting for the strange inequalities, obliqui- 
lies, and contradictions, in the human mind and character. Some 
men are valu of singularity; and would rather grope in the dark 
by themselves, than walk in the light with others. ‘The vain Infi- 
del sees a vast mz ajority of his countrymen, who believe that they 
are not created to perish for ever on the dissolution of their mor- 
tal frames; and although this belief is not only rational in itself, 
but calculated mightily to preserve justice and equity on earth; 
yet he cannot submit to it, and must, if for no other reason but to 
be singular, go about to dispel it from the minds of believers. It 
s true, that in doing so he not only robs the honest believer of 
one of the purest and main sources of his happiness; but shakes 
it the same time, one of the strongest pillars of the social com- 
pact. But what then? These are trifling considerations, when 
opposed to the gratification of his vanity; when they would pre 
vent him from appearing to be wiser, to know more than the rest 
of mankind, 

If we look into history, and go ever so far back, we find 
iraces of the doctrine of immortality, connected with that of re- 
‘wards and punishments in another world, for the deeds performed 
in this life. ‘The remotest heathens and pagans have indulged in 
this belief; and from these, without regard tothe C hristian reve- 
lation, down to our own Indian tribes, there are traces of the same 
taith to be found among the most benighted and savage nations or 
iribes. ‘This umversal sentiment would seem to prove that God 
revealed himself on this point, long before even Moses and the 
Prophets; and that by tradition the sentiment has been preserved 
and cherished by nations or tribes whom the revelation, through 
Christ, never reacked 
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naccessible and never before trod by human foot-steps, or across 
tragkless oceans, to distant “a dreary climes; clears off the wil- 
lerness, cultivates new fields, builds up new cities, founds new 
constitutions and laws, religious, civil and political; and leaves 
hem all for the enjoyment and the government of afterages. He 
jorms the strongest and the tenderest of all ties and connexions 


viuch he knows must be severed in this life. And he conquers 

science, and climbs the rugged steeps that lead to fame, but 
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Such is the condition of man, if the cold speculations of the 
Atheist and the Infidel be tounded in truth! But it cannot be.— 
ve rod of nature has not endowed him with all his extraordina- 

and sublime faculties; has not made him so far above all othe: 
sia and sO little bel LOW the angels, that he shoul | perish like 
i mole ora catte rpillar, and be known no more among created in- 
elligences. No! no! by all the perfections of his animal frame 
ind laculties—by all the sensibilities of his heart—by all the gra- 
ces of his mind—by all the fire of his genius—by all the sublimi- 
vy of his cone eptions—by all the profundity of his re ason—by all 
he benign and glorious fruits of his intellect, and by all the 

mighty works of his hands—he was not, he could not have been 
created to perish, and be banished for ever from the scenes of in- 
ellectual enjoyment, and the presence of his God ! 
Let him, then, who would win a glorious immortality, live 
e lite of a Christian: Let him polish his mind in the temples 
t science; let him purify his heart at the altars of God: And let 
tue light which he imbibes from science be diffused for the good 
of his species; and the flame which his heart catches from the al- 
tar, be kept alive, till it shall hght him triumphantly through 
he dark valley of the shadow of death, to the bright mansions ot 
is Eternal Father ! 


_-- 


From Zion’s Herald. : 
PASTIME, NO. VII 
“Child, amidst the flowers at play 
While the red hght fades away, 
Mother, with thine earnest e ye, 
Ever following silently; 
Father, by the breeze of eve 













































650 


Called thy harvest work to leavs 
Pray!—cre yet the dark hours be, 
Lift the heart and bend the knee. 


Phere is acertain portion of our time which ought to be spent 
“ae prayer to God. ‘There is noe mploy ment more becoming de- 
‘pender nt beings than prayer; and it is because men do not fee! 
their helplessness and dep ‘ndenee that they pray so little. The 
Saviour spake a parable to this end, , bays § ‘St. Luke, “That men 
ought alw: ays to pray and not tofamt.” Many excuse themselves 
from the pertormance ef this duty by pre ending they dont know 
how to pray. Let such take their Bibles and turn to Matthew 
vi, 9. Let them use that best of all prayers constantly, and 
sincerely, and God will not withhold the necessary influe ia es of 
his Spirit nor refuse his blessing in its fulfilment. It is certainly 
a great pity, that this prayer should be forgotten by so many pro. 
fessed Christians;—and wholly unaccountable that it should bs 
30 seldom or never used by some ministers of the gospel in thei 
public ministrations of the word of life. Inthe writer’s opinion, 
if some of them were to substitute the “Lord’s prayer,” tor the 
“long prayers” of their own making, it would be more profitab|: 
vo their hearers and more acceptable to God. 
§ “Let the Lord’s prayer be used on all occasions of public wor 
ship in concluding the first prayer.’ (Methodist Discipline, chap. 
», sec. 23.) 


5 se 


The following scriptural illustration of the Lord’s prayer imay 
not, at this time, be unacceptable to the reader. The plan is 
from a work well known to the public. 

Our Father. “Doubtless, thou art our Faiher—thou, O Lord, 
art our lather, our Redeemer, thy name is trom everlasting.” 
By right of creation,—‘Have we not all one father—hath not 
frod created us?” By bountiful provision—‘Thou openest thine 
hand and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. ; By gra- 
cious adoption—“Having prede stinated us unto the adoption 01 
childven by Jesus Christ unto Himself? =Who art in Heaven.— 
“Hear, Thou in Heaven thy dwelling place.” The throne of thy 
glory+“ Thus saith the Lord—The heaven is my throne.” The 
portion of thy children. “An inheritance incorruptible—reserv- 
a inheaven for you.” Hallowed be thy name. By the thoughts 
of our hearts—“Unite my heart to fear thy name.” By the words 
of our lips—“My mouth shall show forth thy praise.” By the 
work of our hands— Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God.” Thy kingdom come. “Rule thou in the midst of thin 
epemics ” Of provide nce to defend us—“Hide me under the 
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shadow of thy wings Of grace to rete us—The very God 
yf peace sanc tify you wholly.” Of glory to crown us—* Whey 
Christ who is our lite shall appear, thea shall ye also appear with 
him in glory.” “Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.” 
“The will of the Lord be done”—Towards us without resist- 
ance—‘‘ It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good.”— 
By us without compulsion— If ye be willing and obedient ye 
shall eat the good of the land.” U niversally without exception— 
‘ Walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
baiadnens Give us this day our daily bread. Of necessity for 
our bodies—* Feed me with food convement for me.” Of eter- 
nal lite—for our souls—‘‘ I am the bread of life ”—** Lord ever- 
more give us this bread.” And forgive us our trespasses. “O 
Lord pardon my iniquity, for it is great.” Against the commands 
of thy law— Sin is the transgression of the law.” Against the 
grace of thy gospel— But I obtained mercy because I did it ig- 
norantly.” Is we forgive those who trespass against us—“ For it 
ve forgive not men their trespasses neither will your heavenly 
Father forgive your trespasses.” By def amung our characters— 
‘‘Blessed are ye when men shall revile you,’ &e.—By abusing 
your person—‘ And he kneeled down and cried with a loud voice 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.” 4nd lead us not into 
‘emptation, but deliver us from evil—Ot overwhelming aflliction— 
‘out of the depths have I cried unto theeO Lord.” Of worldly 
pnticements—‘Love not the world neither the things that are im 
the world.” Of Satan’s devic es—‘‘Le st he fall into reproach 
and the snare of the devil.” Of error’s seduction—“Beware lest 
ye also, being led away by the error of the wicked, fall from 
your own steadfastness.” For thine is the kingdom, and the por- 
er, and the glory, for ever—Thy kingdom governs all—*Thy 
ktedomn rulesh over all.” Thy power subdues all—**Now unto 
him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think according to the power that worketh in us.” Thy 
glory is above all—‘‘His glory is above the earth and heaven.” 
“imen. As it is in thy purposes—“For the Lord of hosts hath 
purposed and who shall disannul it?” ‘So it is in thy promises— 
‘For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, 
unto the glory of God by us.” So be it in our prayers---“‘Amen 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” So shall it be to thy praise--- 
‘‘Amen, Alleluia. And a voice came out of the throne, saying, 
Praise our God all ye his servants, and ye that fear him both small 
and great.” 
The chapters and verses where the above scriptures are found 
are omitted for the sake of brevity 
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with a friend j VY returue 





re ¢ arious mics: among whiel 
‘ the mutal imstances. In illustration of t} 
aus th Chih) Abbi V« | Wustar Ss, Hn illustration of this 
he mentioned a pleasant excursion wht h he and three young 


alteration had ta 
cn place with respect to that little party. Ouiv one remained 


. al . , 7 - 4} 
Africa, one was in Asia, another in Murope, and ti 


iriends made from Cape ‘fown to ' Mor avian settlement. af 
Groene Kloof, in South Aftica. v hich, is about thirty miles from 
the Cape They were all in eo i health and spirits, and were 
mghly gratified during the trip, which took plac e during the 
month of January, 1825, about the middle of summer in that part 
f the world. 

Before the succeeding January (1826) a great 


‘ 


hed that world from whence there is no return. 


In January this year (1827) two of me party were dead, and 
ine other two were in London. What another January may pro 
duce with respect to the survivors who can tell. 


The lustory of this littl grou is an eflecting and an! mpi SSIVi 


1 fourth had 


picture ot ow  afla 


ivs, arid far from be ing uncom! nO}, as toi! 
zeneral char: r. When my fricnd retire vd, [ silently surveyed 
the instru en scene inmy mind. While thus sitting pensive, a 
mber of other instances of the changeableness of human circum 
slances eeme “ad Lo px ass before me, some ol y whic hy l will Hol 
down while they are fresh in my recollection. 


i travelled some years ago from Portsmouth to London, with a 


ficer who was returning from the Peninsular war. He h 

erved in the German Legion in Portugal and Spain; and stat 
hat the last time he had been in Po o uth.a Sony iew years be- 

ore, twenty officers of his corps, including limselt, had dined to 
her before the y went On hoard the pataiaas e, were t 
couvev them to Portu gal. Ail of these exce tig himself had 


mi kived or woun ded and leit behind; but the greater part 


allen in battle, and im t 


t ol 


he prin e of life, and he bad arrived at 
ismouth a solitary individual. I observed that a tear came 
mio his eye while relating th e mournful tale. 


Atier musing awhile on the fate of the Portsmouth military 
emblage, my mind was directed to a very 


i>- 
o 


painful circumstancé 
which happ ‘ned during the Caflree war, in South Africa. Nearly 
noposile to a foré across the Fish river, whic h separate d Caffraria 


trom the colony of the Cape, was a small fort defended by an 

fficer and twenty soldiers. After breakiast, one beauttul morning, 

lieutenant M——, a corporal, and seven men, went out to patro! 
> © 


<irts of a neighbouring wood, looking out for the Caffree 











r and corporal 
7 | 
WNGerw or 


LHe dd PUrstters, ana re unexpectedly adeuveres 


remaimed ai 


about her husband, desired 

The report being heard 

he soldiers, diverted their 

ttention fro! ching tor the -and lis c yanion; and 
they conte nted thr ives Wi a rying oli th NuUusSKEet and 
| th gol the slain. Yontemplating the cirtumstances of this 


J sales tes Pad 

alii Lif ncneertu i\ CnyOoOy- 

» their break ’ hI AS eget e. ee Te 
r their breal ‘ : IDby passing their yokes and 
talking of former feasts, n at all aware that they had entered 
on the last hour of their existence in this world! Equally ignor- 

} » , ’ 

nt are we all of what an hour may produce regarding ourselves 
Vell did the Great Mastet Sav. “Vy hat j say unto one, 


oall—Wartern.” ; 


‘ 


‘ ! } ] P : ; ‘ ¢] 4 - . . . — Po 
Equally mwMaded and avec e Was we case Ol a country trades 


i Say 


man in the North of Eneland. some vears avo: while standine be- 
! i ‘ 


° ° } 1 ’ 
hind his counter seliing his eoods to a lady, he felt an extracor 


} ' r . Ms liey y 7 och tr 
dinary sensation, and ran out into the street, calling ou vLine 


hour is come! Mine hour is e ” and instantly expired! ‘Phus, 
in the course of a singie minute, aman apparently in health be- 
came a corpse, his wile a widow and his children orphans! While 
breakfasting together that morning, they little thought that 

I 
il 


important an alteration in all their conditions as to this lit 


mae , ee 
ihe change was evi 


unlikely than in the former case, where the woods were known 


take place before tl next meal! 


SS ie eee ee 
infested by marauding savages. But whether we live in times o! 


~ 


tranquility Or ¢ alamity, in quiet a uproar, in cily or country, on 


. ai 


sea or land, we are sull liable to receive a sudden summons to ap- 


pear be ore rod whi hh every man dor 3 al the hour ot i] d - 


parture. What urgent need is there then to live a life of constant 

dependance on the Son of God, of constant watchfulness, and of 

constant looking out for the coming of the Son of Man. 

Lond. Tyuet Mag. for July.] 
CHRISTIAN SELF DENIAL. 

Nhe language of the gaspel | Denv thyself, and take 
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cnoss daily.” An apostle says, “Whether ye eai er drink o; 
whatsoever ve do, do all to the glory of God.” 

The path to heaven is a path of self denial. This the Scrip 
tures teach, and fhis our experience teaches. Just so far as we 
deny ourselves and take up the cross and follow Jesus, just so fay 
we are blessed in our own souls and are enabled to do good to 
others. 

Alas! how few are willing to come out and be separate, and te 
follow the Lord filly. How few are willing to dispense with 
luxurious living, costly furniture, and extravagant apparel, for the 
sake of the spread of the gospel. Blessed be God, much is doing 
towards the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom ,—but not halt 
that might be done, if all who professed to “be followers of the 
meek and lowly Je sus, were living holy, self denying lives,— 
letting their “‘light shine”—willing to be singular, and taking 4 
decided stand on the Lord’s side. Some, | believe, are living 
thus; but comparatively, the number is small. 

Oh my brethren! when we compare our lives with what is re 
quired of us in the word of God—when we reflect on the solemr 
covenant we have entered into to be the Lord’s tor ever—hav: 
we not reason to cry, “guilty, guilty,” “God be merciful to us 
sinners’” If we grow in grace, we must live a praying life: we 
must frequently read our Bible s, with humble prayer: we mus 
attend more to the duty of self-examination; and strive to mai 
tain a Christian temper in all our dealings with the world. 

In a word, we myst keep a “single eye to the glory of God” 
all we do. There is no time for us to sleep. Our oblig es 
are great, increasingly great. Let as notonly pray. “thy kingdom 

come;” but let us arise and trim our lamps, and strive to do some 
thing towards the extension of the blessed cause that we profes: 
to love. 


THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 

“ We see why there need be but one place of destiny in the 
coming world for allthe unregenerate. The little shades of dif 
ference that now appear in the ungodly, are too often insignificant. 
to mark them out for distinct worlds. When God takes off those 
restraints thatnow make unholy men differ, they will be so much 
alike, that none will impeach his justice when he assigns them 
all the same outer darkness, the same gnawing worm and the 
same quenchless fire. Hethat has stolen his neighbor’s proper- 
ty, and died a felon, and he who has concealed the article found 
in the street, or the mistake made in his fayour, or has purposely 
become a bankrupt, to escape the obligations of honesty, will 
appeat too much alike in the judgment, to requjre any materiA! 





CGUIVEPSILY ath Ges dh ddebate emence 1 id , rEae peraruow wri 
them both, thougo one drops down to hell Irom the cvallows, and 
he other is borne there on a downy hed ‘Lhe due list and the 
ssassin, the usurer and the pick pocket, the forsworn and the 
syofane, the wine bibber and the sot, the fashionable adulterer 
and the inmate of the brothel, must be seen to differ so little 
when God shall tear away the fictitious drapery from the more 
onourable sinner, that it will seem no incongruity to place them 
at last in the same hell. God wiil consider bis law as openly vyi- 
‘lated, and his authority as egregiously insulted, by the man who 
sinned in accordance with public sentiment, as by the man who 
id bis deeds of depravity in full and open violation of the civi- 
ities and customs of human society. Men make wide distinc- 
ions Where God makes none. Hence the same condemnatorv 
‘ntence, the same prompt exccution of it, the same place of 
punisiment, the same duration of misery, and the same total 
lespair, will be the destiny of the partrician and the plebeian 
transgressor. Does the man die out of Christ, this is enough ; 
no matter whether he was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
fared sumptuously every day or went to perdition a bergar or a 
lave. It will be the same thing co God; and for all the millions 
who repent not, he will build but one bell, Perhaps the mean- 
ness of his associates may prove at last, to the more accom- 
lished sinner, an ingredient in his cup of misery that shall more 
than counterbalance the honours and the pride, which, in thi 
life, rave him his fictitious elevation above the vulgar transgres 
sor. Could I make my puny voice be heard, I would thunde: 
this sentiment through all the ranks of elevated crime, till the 
highest prince should find his adulterous bed a couch of thorns, 
till the honorable murderer should feel in his own bosom “ the 
arrows of the Almighty,” and till the boldest in blasphemy, and 
the meanest in knavery, should fear alike the same award, ‘De.« 
part, ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared for the Devil and 
1S angels.’ 


———_— 





A Christian Church among the Arabs, Turks and Persians.—-The 
last Lutheran Intelligencer has the following paragraph, from the 
Monthly Magazine, publishedat Sleswig¢ :—On the shores of the 
river Tigris, there exists a Christian church, the members of 
vhich call themselves Chaldeans, and trace their origin to the 
time of the Apostles. It is supposed that they unmber 500,000 
souls, all of whom are trained to arms, and whether at home o1 
abroad, engaged in temporal matters or worshipping in church, 
hey are never without arms, being constantly exposed to attacks 
trom the Turks. Their patriarch is the first civil officer of the 
republic. The Metropolis is called lolemark, and is situate in 
the mountains, bounded by the river Zabat, which empues imo 
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the Tigris. During The winter season, about 12,000 persons 

side in the city; but in the spring, the number is much dimin. 
ished, by the removal of many to the adjacent villages, for th; 
purpose of cultivating their fields, ‘Lhe city is enclosed by :; 
strong rampart well mounted with cannon. But little is known 
of these people. The Papists attempted to make an impressio 
upon them some years ago, bu! failed, and that because of the 
Bible of which they had many manuscript copies. Since it ha 
been discovered, that these Biole Christians have no printing 
establishments among them, an! no bogks, the British and Fo) 
eign Bible Society, is making arrangements to provide them wit! 
printed copies of the Bible. 
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- POrTRY. 


"hee the ‘United States Ederary Slee etter 


BE HUMBLE. 
Triumph not, frail man; thou art 
Too weak a thing to boast; 
Thou hast a sad and foolish heart, 
Misdeeds are all thou dost. 
Thou seem’st most proud of thine offence, 
Thou sinn’st e’ea where thou want’st pretence. 
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Triumph not, though nothing warns 

Of vigor waning fast; 

Remember roses fade, but thorns 
Survive the wintry blast. 

A pleasant morn, a sultry noon, 

Foretell the tempest rising soon. | 


Triumph not, though fortune sends 
The #iches of the mine; 

if then thou countest Many friends, 
It is good luck of thine. 

But triumph not; that gold may go, 

And friends will fly ig hour of wo 


But triumph, if thy soul feels firm 
In faith, and leans of God; 
If wo bids flourish love's warm germ, 

And thou can’st kiss the rod; 
Then triumph, man, for this alone 
ts cause fer an exulting tone. * 


